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suit Over Alcohol-Fueled Accident in

Bergen Go. Settles for $2.3 Million

ing accident settled their auto neg-

ligence and dram shop claims for
a combined $2.3 million on Sept. 21 in
Martini v. Vucci.

According to the suit, Nicholas Vucci,
18, and Vadim Mikhaylov, 17, bought two
bottles of 86-proof cinnamon schnapps
from the Wine King in Fort Lee on July
3, 2007. Vucci used his older brother’s
expired driver’s license as identification
and Mikhaylov used his own driver’s
license, which showed he was underage.

Vucci, Mikhaylov and four friends

Three teens injured in a drunken-driv-

INJURED TEENS SETTLE DWI SUIT:
Robert Linder says his client was hurt

in a car accident after he and friends,
including the driver, shared one bottle of
86-proof cinnamon schnapps and part of
another.

— Alex Conlon, Matthew Francolino,
Robert Martini and Lindsay Salomon
— shared one bottle and part of the sec-
ond bottle in the parking garage of the
Cliffside Park apartment complex where
Vucci lived, says one of Martini’s law-
yers, Englewood solo Robert Linder.
They then left in Vucci’s SUV and
picked up another passenger, Lauren
Katz. Vucci was speeding down Anderson
Avenue in Fort Lee well in excess of
the 25 mph limit when he lost control.
The SUV careened off the roadway,
crashed through a wooden picket fence
and turned on its side, says Linder.
Conlon, 15, was killed in the crash.
Martini suffered right knee ligament
damage and several severe facial and
jaw fractures requiring surgeries, and
he is left with slight facial asymmetry,
restricted movement of the jaw, scarring
and minor residual pain, Linder says.
Salomon suffered a back laceration
that led to a large scar requiring plas-
tic surgery, and some residual anxiety
for which she has received psychologi-
cal treatment, says her lawyer, North
Arlington solo Anthony Riposta.
Linder says expert opinion estab-
lished that Vucci’s blood-alcohol content
at the time of the crash was .094, above
both the legal limit of .01 for minors and
.08 for those of age.

Martini, Mikhaylov and Salomon
sued Vucci and Wine King, asserting
negligence and dram-shop claims.

Vucci, insured by Travelers Insurance
Co., and Wine King, insured by Great
American Ins. Co., each agreed to pay
half of the $2.3 million settlement, con-
sisting of $1.895 million to Martini;
$397,500 to Salomon; and $7,500 to
Mikhaylov, according to Riposta.

Conlon’s estate settled separately
for an undisclosed amount. Francolino
and Katz were not part of the litigation.

Mikhaylov’s lawyer, Union solo
Andrew Wolfenson, did not return a call.
Neither did Vucci’s counsel, Michael
Mourtzanakis of William Staehle’s
Morristown firm, nor Wine King’s coun-
sel, Patrick Clare of Hardin, Kundla,
McKeon & Poletto in Springfield.

Linder was assisted by James
Pocchia, also of Englewood.

— By David Gialanella
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