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Dr. Thorsen evaluates the adequacy of administrative, 
procedural and safety issues related to injuries at care 
facilities and playgrounds.  She has nearly 30 years combined 
experience working as a rehabilitation administrator, a pre-
school director and a counselor for individuals with disabilities. 
She has developed policies and procedures, designed 
programs and ensured collaboration and compliance with 
state and federal agencies.  

Child Care Agencies are designed to support children through supervision, 
environmental safety, staff training and curriculum.

When children are injured at care facilities, a common issue that comes under 
scrutiny is the staff to child supervision ratio. Each State provides minimum standards 
for supervision ratios as a guide to agencies focused on the care of children. 

Below are a few examples of state specific supervision ratios:  
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State Licensing Agent Supervision Ratio

Alabama Dept. of Human Resources 18 mos-2.5 yrs = 1:7
2-3 yrs = 1:8
2.5 – 4 yrs = 1:11

California Health & Human Services 18-36 mos = 1:4
36 mos-K = 1:8

Florida Dept. of Children & Families N/A

Louisiana Dept. of Social Services 1 yrs = 1:7
2 yrs = 1:11
3 yrs = 1:13
4 yrs = 1:15

Maryland State Board of Education 2 yrs = 1:6
3-4 yrs =1:12

Massachusetts Dept. of Early Education & Care 15 mos – 33 mos = 1:4
33 mos – school age = 1:10

Mississippi Mississippi Dept. of Health 1 =1:9
2 = 1:12
3 =1:14
4 = 1:16

New Jersey Dept. of Human Services 18 mos – 2.5 yrs = 1:6
2.5 yrs-4 yrs = 1:10
4 yrs = 1:12

New York Office of Children & Family 
Services

18-36 mos = 1:5
3 yrs = 1:7
4 yrs = 1:8

Ohio Division of Social Services 12-18 mos = 1:6
18-2.5 yrs = 1:7
2.5-3 yrs = 1:8
3 yrs = 1:12
4-5 yrs = 1:14

State Licensing Agent Supervision Ratio

Pennsylvania Dept. of Public Welfare 1-2 yrs = 1:5
2-3 yrs = 1:6
3-5 yrs = 1:10

South Carolina Dept. of Social Services 1-2 yrs = 1:6
2-3 yrs = 1:7-1:9
3-4 yrs = 1:11-1:13

Washington Dept. of Social & Health 
Services

12 mos-29 mos = 1:7
30 mos-5 yrs = 1:10

National Caring for Our Children 13 mos-30 mos = 1:4

As you can see, regulatory state requirements vary. Specific conditions and activities 
are what will determine how many supervisors should be in attendance in any given 
room.  Numbers alone do not however, guarantee that the quality of supervision pro-
vided to the children is safe.

The quality of supervision is related to other factors such as visibility, audibility, proxim-
ity, and attentiveness and is influenced by the physical, intellectual, social and emo-
tional functional capacity of the child and particularly to the level of training and experi-
ence of the supervisors.

Is the supervisor able to see the individual for whom they are responsible? Are they 
close enough to intervene? Is the supervisor attentive to the needs and behaviors of 
the individual? Can they hear the activities in which the individual is engaged?

Dr. Thorsen can evaluate supervision that was provided to determine if, in that venue, 
supervision was appropriate and should have prevented the incident occurrence.


